Ph.D. from McGill's Institute of Islamic Studies in 1981 with a dissertation entitled The Quranic asbāb al-nuzūl material. An analysis of its use and development in exegesis.
By the time his degree was conferred, he was already well-known beyond the city limits of Montreal. Certainly, his reputation as a young star in qurʾanic studies had reached those of us at the University of Toronto who were also writing dissertations on the Qurʾān and its commentaries.
In his introduction to the aforementioned volume, Andy linked the 1984 Calgary conference to the lectures that Ignace Goldziher had prepared for presentation in Uppsala, Sweden, in 1913. Although never actually delivered, Goldziher's lectures were published in 1920 as Die Richtungen der islamishchen Koranauslegung, the most influential volume on qurʾanic tafsīr to be published in the early twentieth century. Recognizing that Goldziher's work had been supplemented by the studies of others, but never superseded, Andy embraced the challenge of bringing tafsīr studies to a new level of coordination and comprehensiveness. Rereading this introduction after the passage of almost thirty years, I was struck by the way it provides a prelude and prolegomena to the major themes and topics of Andy's subsequent scholarly achievements.
For scholars in the humanities, particularly those in literary studies, the 1980s saw an explosion of interest in critical theory. It is not surprising, therefore, to find Andy wading into issues like "the author's intention" and the quest for the "original" or "real" meaning of a text, as he embarks upon the project of reassessing the Islamic exegetical enterprise. Acknowledging the complexity of these hermeneutical dilemmas within the domain of qurʾanic studies, Andy takes the concept of "reader reaction" or "reader response" -that is, "the notion that a text does not exist in any real sense without a reader to react to and with the text"1 -as a promising perspective on the study of the Qurʾān:
To re-create a history of the reaction to the Qurʾān in terms of what people have actually thought it means, through an analysis of exegetical texts, appears to be a most appropriate, intellectually convincing, and rewarding task for the modern scholar of the Qurʾān.2 Andy imagined Approaches to be the first step in such a monumental project, an overview of qurʾanic exegesis, not, in the manner of Goldziher, as a singleauthored monograph, but rather as a multi-authored collection of essays that
